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selves of small intrinsic worth, may testify the sin-
cerity of our thankfulness ! The very mention of his
name will cheer the heart, and light up the counte-
nance !—And if he be now no more, and if he had
made it his dying request, that, in a way of his own
appointment, we would occasionally meet to keep the
memory of his person, and of his services, in lively
exercise; how should we resent the idea of failing
in the performance of so sacred an obligation !
Sucli are the genuine characters, such the natural
workings, of a lively gratitude. And can we believe,
without doing violence to the most established prin-
ciples of human nature, that where the effects are so
different, the internal principle is in truth the same?
If the love of Christ be thus languid in the bulk
of nominal Christians, their joy and trust in Him can-
not be expected to be very vigorous. Here again we
find reason to remark, that there is nothing distinct,
nothing specific, nothing which implies a mind
acquainted with the nature of the Christian's pri-
vileges, and familiarized with their use ; habitually
solacing itself with the hopes held out by the G-ospel^
and animated by the sense of its high endowments,
and its glorious reversion.
The doctrine of the sanctifying operations of the
Holy Spirit, appears to have met with still worse
treatment. It would be to convey a very Holy Spirit's
inadequate idea of the scantiness of the Operations.
conceptions on this head, of the bulk of the Chris-
tian world, to affirm merely, that they are too little
conscious of the inefficacy of their own unassisted
endeavours after holiness of heart and life, and that
they are not daily employed in humbly and diligently
using the appointed means for the reception and
cultivation of the divine assistance. We should
hardly go beyond the truth in asserting, that for the

